The State of the Nation’s Marine Managed Areas:
Preliminary Analysis

Marine Managed Areas in the United States

Marine managed areas (MMASs) have
been used inthe U.S. for nearly acentury
to conserve some of the nation’s most
vital marine resources and habitats.
Currently, between 1,500 and 2,000 federal,
state and territorial MMASs have been
identified, and several hundred additional
MMAs are likely to be included soon

Mavrine Managed Avreas at a Glance

e There are more than 1,500 MMAs in the U.S.
o 90% allow access and multiple uses, such as fishing.
o Most are established and managed by state agencies.
o Most are permanent and provide year round protection.
o Most were established since 1970.

when new data from the seven states

crosshatched on the map (below) are
collected.
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Marine Managed Areas by Region

Marine Managed Area Trends: A National Overview

The Marine Protected Areas Center, as
part of an ongoing ecosystem-based
initiative to devel op an effective national
system of marine protected areas (MPAS),
has compiled acomprehensiveinventory
of MMAsinU.S. waters. Unlike'MPA,
the term ‘marine managed area’ casts a
broad net around nearly all place-based
conservation efforts in the ocean,
including the narrower subset of marine
protected areas.

Thisinventory, acomprehensive data set
on the location, management, purpose,
and type of protection of existing federal
and state MMAs and the first of itskind
in the nation, provides valuable insights
into the current state of place-based ocean
management inthe U.S.

Establishment Date: Over 90% of U.S. MMAswere established after 1970, coinciding with the advent of new federal

and state environmental management and protection laws.

Level of Government: Over 75% of MMAs are managed by coastal states, while only 17% are under federal

jurisdiction.

Permanence and Constancy of Protection: Nearly all MMASs (98%) provide permanent protection, while
afew require active reauthorization. Ninety percent provide year-round protection, while 10% protect

seasonally important habitats such as spawning sites.
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human activities, including fishing, areallowed. 0% 1
In contrast, fewer than 10% of all MMAsare 80% 1
“no-take” areas that prohibit extractive uses. 70% -
Even morerevealing than the absol ute numbers 60% |
of MMA sitesarethetrendsin ocean areaen- 50% |
compassed by no-take MMASs. For example,
based on existing datafor the west coast (Cali-
fornia, Oregon, Washington), no-take MMAs
cover lessthan 1.1% of the combined state wa- 20% 1 -
tersand only 0.04% of all U.S. watersfromthe 10% 1 ’—‘
shorelineout to 200 miles. 0%
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Ecological Scale of Protection: Three out

of four U.S. MMASs were created to conserve

ecosystem functions and the varied servicesthey provide, while only 25% of sitestarget a specific focal
resource or habitat featurefor protection.

Conservation Focus Conservation Focus: Many U.S. MMAshave
90% 1 (percentage of MMAS) more than one conservation focus. Morethan
80% 1 75% werecreated, at least in part, to conserve
o | natural heritage values such as biodiversity,
ecosystemsor protected species. Onethird of
80% 1 MM Ashave afocuson sustainable production
50% 1 of exploited species, and 25% haveafocuson
0% | culturd heritage.
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20% Next Steps
10% Datacollectioniscontinuing and futureanayses
- | | | will assessmoredetailed aspectsof U.S.MMAs
Cultural heritage Sustainable production Natural heritage acClross dlfferent Spatlal mes and Ie\/els Of

government. Analysisproductswill be posted
on MPA.GOV. Theseanayseswill informthe
MPA Center’sevolving framework for devel oping the national system of MPAsand will helpidentify future
place-based conservation prioritiesin U.S. waters.
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