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towards marine protected areas," is available at: http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10750-011-0665-9   
(Chris.Belter@noaa.gov) 
 
A recent report from NOAA's Office of National Marine Sanctuaries examines ways of reducing the risk 
of ship strikes on large whales in and around the Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary (CINMS).  
Following an "Unusual Mortality Event" of ship strikes on blue whales during September 2007 in the 
region, CINMS held a series of participatory workshops and compiled four case studies with the goal of 
reducing the number of ship strikes on protected species.  This report presents the results of these four 
case studies and presents the recommendations that resulted from analysis of these case studies and the 
participatory process.  These recommendations were adopted by the CINMS Sanctuary Advisory 
Council last fall.  The full report, "Reducing the Threat of Ship Strikes on Large Cetaceans in the Santa 
Barbara Channel Region and Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary: Recommendations and Case 
Studies," is available online at: http://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/science/conservation/pdfs/ship_strikes.pdf  
(Chris.Belter@noaa.gov) 
  
Events and Conferences 
 
The following is a listing of events and conferences that the MPA Center is organizing or that MPA 
Center staff members plan to attend. 
 
May 2011 
11-13:  “Beyond the Horizon: Creating a Network of Special Ocean Places”, Sarasota, FL (Wenzel) 
14-18:  International Marine Conservation Congress, Victoria, B.C., Canada (Brock) 
 
July 2011 
17-21: Coastal Zone 2011, Chicago, IL (Wenzel,Grussing, D’Iorio) 
 
September 2011 
4-8: American Fisheries Society Annual Conference, Seattle, WA (Brock, Wenzel) 
 
November 2011 
14-18:  MPA Federal Advisory Committee Meeting, New Orleans, LA (Yeager, Wenzel) 
 
 

### 
 

The mission of the National Marine Protected Areas Center is to facilitate the effective use of science, 
technology, training, and information in the planning, management, and evaluation of the nation’s 
system of marine protected areas.   
 
The MPA Center’s goals are to: 

1. Build and maintain the National System of MPAs 
2. Improve MPA Stewardship and Effectiveness 
3. Coordinate International, National, and Regional MPA Activities 

For more information, go to: www.MPA.gov.   


