
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
CHARTER OF THE 

MARINE PROTECTED AREAS FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

1. Committee's Official Title (Title). Marine Protected Areas Federal Advisory Committee 

2. Authority. The Marine Protected Areas Federal Advisory Committee (MPAF AC or 
Committee) was established in accordance with Executive Order 13158, dated May 26, 2000. 
The MPAFAC is currently operating under the authority given in Executive Order 13811, 
effective September 30, 2017. The MPAFAC is governed by provisions of the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act (FACA), Public Law 92-463, as amended (5 U.S.C. App.), which 
sets forth standards for the formation and use of advisory committees. 

3. Objectives and Scope of Activities. The MPAFAC will provide such advice and 
recommendations on how to fulfill responsibilities under Section 4 of Executive Order 13158 
as may be requested by the Secretary of Commerce through the Under Secretary of 
Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere (the Under Secretary) and by the designee of the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

4. Description of Duties. The MP AF AC will address topics related to the development and 
implementation of the National System of Marine Protected Areas. Duties include advising 
the Under Secretary and the designee of the Secretary of the Interior on carrying out the 
requirements of Section 4 of Executive Order 13158; the requirements of Section 4 include 
enabling and encouraging the enhancement or expansion of protection of existing marine 
protected areas and establishing or recommending new marine protected areas. The 
Committee will operate solely in an advisory capacity and in accordance with the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act (FACA), 5 U.S.C. App., as amended. 

5. Agency or Official to Whom the Committee Reports. The MPAFAC shall provide 
recommendations to the Secretary of Commerce (through the Under Secretary) and the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

6. Support. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) will provide staff 
support for MP AF AC. In addition, the Department of the Interior (Interior) may detail staff 
to NOAA to provide additional staff support. A NOAA employee from the National Marine 
Protected Areas Center (Center) will serve as the Designated Federal Officer (DFO) for 
MPAFAC. 

7. Estimated Annual Operating Costs and Staff Years. The annual cost of operation is 
estimated to be $200,000, which includes .85 person-years of staff support. This estimate 
includes travel for committee members, federal staff, consultants and federal members, as 
well as the cost of operating subcommittees and working groups. Members will not be 
compensated for their services, but will, upon request, be allowed travel and per diem 
expenses as allowed by 5 U.S.C. 5701 et seq. and 5 U.S.C. App. 2, section 7(d)(l)(B). 

8. Designated Federal Officer. The DFO will be a full-time employee of the Center and will 
be appointed by the Director of the Center in accordance with agency procedures and subject 
to the approval of the Under Secretary, in consultation with the designee of the Secretary of 
the Interior. The DFO will approve or call all MPAFAC's meetings and subcommittee 
meetings, prepare and approve all meeting agendas, attend all MP AF AC meetings and 
subcommittee meetings, and adjourn any meeting when the DFO determines adjournment to 
be in the public interest. 








